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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 



1 . An image compression deviee comprising: 
an encoding unit performing predictive cod.ng of an rnpn. 
video sequence having a plnrality of frames; 

a first nnit leaving firs, frames a. predetermtued .ntervals 
,„ ,he input video sequence to cans, the encoding u.t ro 
perform predictive coding of the first frames; 

a second unit discarding second frames, wh.ch he between 
,.o of the firs, frames in the input video sequence, to cause the 
eroding uni, to skip each second frame and perform pred.c tve 
coding of a corresponding one of the firs, frames tmmedra.ely 
preceding the second frame; and 

an output uni. ou.purting only encoded data 
frames created by .he encoding unit in assoc.auon w.th the f.rs. 

:r: : ^ « *. •»«»« ° f *• e - tire mpu, video 

sequence. 



2 The image compression device according to elm 1 
wherein the first frames that are left are either intra-coded 

Tic ures or predictive-coded pictures contained in the input 
p 1C tures p wh . ch ^ discarded are 

video sequence, and the seconu na 

pr edictive-coded pictures contained in the input video sequence. 



3 The image compression device according to claim 1 
wherein the encoded data of the first frames created by the 
jtored in a storage device having a 



encoding unit is st 
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predetermined storage capacity as a result of the predictive 
coding of the entire input video sequence. 



„ m nr e ssion device according to claim 1 
4 The image compression ucv 

serein ,he encoding unit, the firs, unit, .he second »n„ and 
output unit are arranged in an MPEG2 encoder. 



5 The image compression device according to claim 1 
wh6 re n the encoding unit and the output unit are arranged ,n an 
a onH the first unit and the second unit are 



encoder. 



6 An image compression method comprising the steps oft 
eating firs, frames a, predetermined interval .n an tnpu. 
vid eo science having a piura.i.v of » ^J^.., 

coding unit - — 

said encoding unit periormiug y 

Vide ° reading second frames, which He between two of the 
fitst in the input video science to cause the e c > 

onit to slip each second frame and per, .« ^ «d 
a corresponding one of the first frames tmmed.ately p 

"^"Intencoded data of the first frames created h 



-20- 



7 The image compression method according to claim 6 
wherein the first frames that are left are either intra-coded 
pictures or predictive-coded pictures contained in the input 
video sequence, and the second frames which are discarded are 
predictive-coded pictures contained in the input video sequence. 



8 The image compression device according to claim 6 
wherein the encoded data of the first frames created by the 
encoding unit is stored in a storage device having a 
predetermined storage capacity as a result of the predictive 
coding of the entire input video sequence. 



9 The image compression method according to claim 6 
wherein the encoding unit is arranged in an MPEG2 encoder, and 
the MPEG2 encoder performs the predictive coding, the leaving 
step, the discarding step and the outputting step. 



10 The image compression method according to claim 6 
wherein the encoding unit is arranged in an MPEG2 encoder so 
that the MPEG2 encoder performs the predictive coding and the 
outputting step, and an external control unit connected to the 
MPEG2 encoder is arranged so that the external control unit 
performs the leaving step and the discarding step. 



